
want to patter a group along this line or be an affiliate of this group or establish 

I feel that we can not let this get cold on us for the work that you have done in 
Montgomery is but the starting of a work that needs to be done throughout the 
South. To do this job that needs to be done there must be direction that is system- 
atic, consistent and above all coherent and Christ like. 

In that I am a new comer, although I finished college here and have a small 
mission church of 25 members, I doubt very seriously whether or not I will be able 
to see you at anytime personally. For those who love to laud it over celebrities and 
Durham most illustrative dignitaries will roll out the carpet for you, I have taken 
the liberty to speak to you about some of the things that are on my heart through 
the noisy keys of the typewriter. 

Yours in Christ, 
[signed] 
Doug Moore 
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To Samuel S. Thomas 

g October 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Mr. Samuel S. Thomas, 62172 
Camp 602 
Brunswick, N. C. 

Dear Mr. Thomas: 

Thanks for your very kind letter of September 25. I read your letter with a great 
deal of interest and I am very happy to know that you have done a great deal of 
serious thinking while you have been in the process of serving a prison term. I 
was also happy to know of your interest in religion and your desire to become a 
minister. I would say that if you are definitely serious about this matter and you 
are willing to make the sacrifices necessary you have just as much right to enter 
the ministry as anybody else. Your experience in prison and the conversion which 
seems to have followed such an experience should give you a great deal of prac- 
tical wisdom in guiding people who are grappling with the difficult decisions of 
life. I don't think there is anything wrong with a person who is serving a term in 
prison going into the ministry if that person is definitely reformed. You might be 
just a person to demonstrate to hundreds of thousands who are going wrong in 
our society the wisdom of going the right way. My only advice to you would be, be 
sure that you are serious and willing to confront all of the sacrifices of the 
ministry. 

After checking through my books I find that I have loaned my copy of The 397 
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Social Principles of lesus to a ministerial friend in Atlanta. I would be very happy 
to send it to you if I had it on hand at this time. 

I was more than happy to receive your letter. Please know that you are in my 
prayers. I hope that God’s richest blessings will be with you in all of your endeav- 
ors in the future. 

Very sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLEmlb 
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To Charles S. Johnson 

II October 1956 
[Montgomery, Ala.] 

Kingpraises Johnson$ article, ‘X Southern Negro’s View of the South, ”which appeared 
in  the New York Times Magazine on 23 September. I n  the article Johnson asserted 
that most southern African Americans sought ‘ f f .11 American citizenship”and 
believed that the region would expm.ence “wery little change except that brought about 
by a strong and higher authority. ”He also criticized the ‘>rowinn’al and isolationist ” 
economy of the South and its failure to accept federal court decrees regarding 
integration. Accompanying the article was a photograph of King? March trial 
in Montgomery. 

Dr. Charles S. Johnson, President 
Fisk University 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Dear Dr. Johnson: 

This is just a note to say that I have just read your article which recently ap- 
peared in the New York Times. It is the best statement that I have read in this 
whole area. You evince a profound grasp of the whole subject. I am sure that the 
more this article is read it will bring about a greater understanding of the Negro’s 
point of view as he struggles for first class citizenship. You combine in this article 
the fact finding mind of the social scientist with the moral insights of a religious 
prophet. 

Sincerely yours, 
M. L. King, Jr., 
Minister 

MLRmlb 
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